THE IRON PUDDLER

bigger for the coming generations, just as
there is something in nature that causes new
growth to come out of old dirt and new
worlds to be continually spawned from the
ashes of old played-out suns and stars. When
nature ceases to mold new worlds from the
past decay, the universe will wither; and
when man loses the urge to build and goes
to tearing down, the end of his story is at
hand.

A tired Thomas whose wife supported him
by running a rooming house once asked me:

"How many do you 'spose there are in the
United States that don't have to work?"

"None,5* I replied, "except invalids and
cripples. Every healthy man in this country
has to work just the same as he has to
breathe. If you don't want to work it is be-
cause you're sick. I'm a well man, and I've
got to be working all the time or I'd go crazy.
I have no more desire to be idle like you than
I have a desire to wear women's clothes. It
is contrary to normal nature, and that's why
I say that any man that gets that way is a
sick man."

The fellow was a "free thinker," as he
called himself. He was too lazy to shave and
88ething in man that drives him
